
 

Principal 

Judy Farrell 

Vice-principal 

Allison Ward 

Board of Trustees Three Expectations for Student Learning 

1. All students in Pembina Trails will be personally and intellectually engaged in their learning at school. 

2. By the end of grade 8, all students in Pembina Trails will meet the provincial curricular standards in   
literacy and numeracy, allowing them the greatest possibility for success in high school. 

3. All students in Pembina Trails will graduate from high school. 

2019-2020 School Plan Priorities:  

1. Developing Inquiring Minds:   

By June 2020, students will demonstrate inquiry and critical thinking skills across all curricular areas. 
Students will participate in inquiry experiences across curricular areas at all grade levels, asking and 
looking for answers to deep questions.   

2. Developing Healthy Citizens: 

By June 2020, students and staff will engage in positive citizenship behaviours by embodying 
Chancellor School’s core values. 

By June 2020, staff and students will have demonstrated an improved sense of physical and emotional 
well-being while embracing a growth mind-set. 

Progress Toward School Plan Priorities: 

Based on March 2020 report card data, in English Language Arts students received a 3 or higher in  the 
following: 

 75% in reading comprehension  

 70% in writing 

 82% in listening and viewing 

 81%  in critical thinking 

In Social Studies 90% of students received a 3 or higher in the domain of critical thinking and 
citizenship. Additionally, 93% of the students received C (Consistently) or U (Usually) in Social 
Responsibility. 

 
Students experienced an increase in integrated/cross-curricular activities with ELA practices integrated 

through all subject areas and an inquiry focus that sparks engagement through rich discussion, 

questioning and provocations. Students are asking deeper questions and thriving in tasks where choice 

is offered as they are engaged at a deeper level in cross-curricular learning infused with technology and 

a variety of content area texts.  Writing and teaching writing conventions through content areas has 

increased engagement in writing tasks through authentic and meaningful experiences.  

Classroom teachers collaborated with Allison Moore, Pembina Trails School Division Art consultant, to 

integrate and explore Treaties through ELA, Art and Social Studies.  Storyteller and Artist in Residence, 

Leigh-Anne Kehler worked intensively with our grade 4/5 team of teachers and students to integrate 

social studies, drama, and ELA in a unit related to the stories of First Peoples. 
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  Intentional opportunities for students to engage in the inquiry process as well as direct instruction related 

to asking deep questions has occurred in classrooms, as well as during LIT periods in the library.  Alison 

Marshall, our teacher librarian has supported classrooms as an inquiry coach, co-planning and co-

teaching lessons for all grade levels.  Students and teachers demonstrate a comfort level and expertise in 

using picture books and objects as provocations as well as tools such as KWL, sketch-noting, Wonder-

walls and Wonder Journals.  Inquiry and critical thinking are embedded throughout the school day, within 

classroom and specialist areas as well as in school-wide activities such as monthly Family Group activities 

and extra-curricular clubs.  An average of 50 students participated regularly in lunch-time inquiry and 

STEAM based challenges weekly.  To support instruction, teachers engaged in professional development 

experiences through webinars and PLC’s with a focus on Mathology, First Steps in Math, Standards for 

Success in Literacy Leveraging Digital Resources, Garfield Gini Neuman’s work and the work of Shelley 

Moore.  

Teachers transformed their practice for Learning From Home, shifting their instructional focus to essential 

understandings and big ideas, rather than SLO’s.  Instruction, tasks and assessment have become highly 

differentiated, intentionally making learning accessible for all students.  Students experienced an increase 

in the use of audio recordings, video recordings, YouTube tutorials, pictures, simplified specific and 

targeted instructions and visual examples along with many other ways to learn new information and 

represent their knowledge.  The use of Epic Books increased exponentially, allowing students to read and 

make connections to content area-based books in SCI, SS, MA and Health, igniting questions, solidifying 

concepts and supporting engagement in cross-curricular learning.  Teachers continue to use inquiry-

focused and project-based learning to support the development of critical thinking skills. Inquiry during 

Learning From Home is truly student-driven and often happens for both students and teachers on an 

accidental basis as learning occurs in the moment, driven by need or inspiration. Parents have stepped in 

to support the inquiry process questioning and guiding children based on modelling from teachers. Parent 

engagement has increased significantly with an average of 600 parent visits weekly to SeeSaw (up from 

an average of 150 in early March) and 233 parents connected to Edsby (from 0 at the beginning of 

March).  Student engagement dropped during Learning From Home due to many different circumstances 

and barriers. Teaching and learning became intensely challenging without face-to-face interaction and in-

the-moment questioning, guiding and prompting.  Teachers worked diligently to reflect on and improve 

their practices through professional dialogue, participation in webinars and professional development 

designed to enhance educational practices and student engagement in Learning From Home.  

Progress Toward the Three Expectations for Student Learning 2019-2020 

Chancellor School continues to provide a culture of a safe and caring school. This year the school has 

focused on teaching Character Education. Each month a different word was chosen to highlight the 

importance of character development. Students and staff explored each character trait in their classrooms 

and through our schoolwide family groups. Students were also engaged in many cultural learnings. We 

welcomed the Indigenous School of Dance into our school. They provided Pow Wow teachings to 25 

students through 11 weeks of instruction. 

Our students in Kindergarten to grades 3 were exploring a country of the world and our grades 4-6 

students were beginning to explore their family heritage in preparation for a school Culturama event that 

was scheduled to happen in April before classes were suspended. It is our hope to continue this when 

school resumes in the fall.  

Student achievement data continues to be used to help teachers refine their instructional and assessment 

practices in reading, writing and mathematics. Through ongoing collaboration with divisional and provincial 

program consultants, staff has been intentional in differentiating their instruction and providing creative 

and flexible targeted and responsive interventions that support student learning. Teachers continue to use 

the guiding principles for 21st Century Learning (e.g. embedding technology, critical & creative thinking 

and problem solving), and inquiry to increase student engagement in learning. 

 


